
 

 

 

PRE - WRITING SKILLS IN TODDLERS : TIMELINE 

 

How Old Am I? Look! I can now... Mummy, here’s how you can 

help... 

12 Months to  

18 Months  

 Scribble with a Crayon/ a Thick 

Marker 

 Give me some Crayons and 

Markers and a piece of paper 

 Lots of encouragement 

19 Months to 

24 Months 

 Make Vertical Strokes at first, and 

then move on to Horizontal Strokes 

and then Circles  

 Peel Stickers from a Sheet and 

Stick them  

 Draw Horizontal 

Strokes/other shapes and ask 

me to imitate them 

 Keep lots of Stickers handy   

2 Years to 

2 1/2 Years 

 Do some Controlled Scribbling 

instead of the Random Scribbling I 

used to do earlier 

 Let me experiment by giving 

me some Crayons/Markers 

and a Colouring Book/ Paper 

2 1/2 Years to 

3 Years 

 Accurately copy lines and patterns 

 Hold a Pencil in writing position  

 Introduce Line and Pattern 

Tracing and Copying 

activities  

 Give me plenty of chances to 

show off my newly acquired 

skill and let me practice 

longer with a pencil 

3 Years to  

4 Years 

 Snip Paper with Scissors  Let me do some craft work 

involving some cutting so I 

get to use my child proof 

scissors (under your 

supervision, of course) 

3 Years to  

5 Years 

 Write Letters and Words 

 

 Draw Pictures of Objects and 

People 

 Motivate me to practice and 

master my writing skills 

 Encourage creativity   

4 Years to  

5 Years 

 Use scissors to cut along a thick 

line drawn on a piece of paper 

 Draw shapes on paper, and let 

me cut them to hone my 

cutting skills 

5 Years to 

6 Years 

 Use glue like a “Pro” 

 Colour within lines 

 Buy me lots of crafting 

supplies 

 Do include Colouring books 

and sketch pens in the list :) 

 


